THE SUNDAY TIMES

1MAY 2022

HOW DAISY
EDGAR-JONES
WENT FROM
MUSWELL
HILL TO THE
HOLLYWOOD
HILLS P | u S
HAUTE
HOSTING
FASHION UP
YOUR GARDEN
TABLE
NOSE OR
NIPPLE?
RISE OF
THE MIDLIFE
PIERCING
DEAR DOLLY
| FAKE ALL
MY ORGASMS.

HELP!

LR



30 * The Sunday Times Style



Small toonder

Design expert Betsy Smith has transformed her cramped ex-council flat in
Peckham into a light, bright and joyful home, says Jessica Salter

As she Tlooks around the inviting and
impeccably dressed rooms of her Peclham
flat, the interior copsuliant and stylist Betsy
Smith describes them as being aldn to “a
series of little scts™ Which is perhaps no
susprise from someone who worked as the
head of design for Conran stores for 23 years,
in charge of creating mini tableaux designed
to tempt customers inside.

“Mini* here is the operative word, because
her 1970 former council flat is small "Like,
micro,” she bughs. But despite being
compacl, Senith, S, has made the two
bedroom horne feed light, airy and a/most
spacious thanks to a clever use of colour, a
disciplined approach 1o design and a willing:
ness to tackle any DIY project.

Smith bought the flat in 2006.“At the time
Peckham wasiv't quite so Jovely a3 it is now”
she says wryly. *It was pretty bleak™ So was
the flat: “Tt needed a huge amownt doing toit.
The windows were painted in red gloss, there
were celing fans and homrendously dated
carpet everywhere .. It wasa't pretty. But 'm
practical, 1 enjoy the process of making
things, and Iwas up for the challenge™

Whar she Joved was the light that poured
in through the living room windows on a
sunny day. She also knew she could make
more of the overall space. Sao she started by
tearing down andd rebuilding stud walls to
reconfigure the rooms: *I moved things
around to allaw more light in or make spaces
work harder™ The building work, done by
Smith after her day job, was slow. “T was
without a kitchen for a year and a half
becaust il was my workshop.”

Once the configuration was sorted, Smith,
who has a background in fine art, starled 10
decorate. As the flat had no period features,
=5t meant T had to create my own areas of
interest and develop my own narrative”,

She started paioting everywhere white a8
a base kyer, *] associate white with creating
space and clarity to think <learly and be
productive)” she says. It also has the advan-
tage of uniting her home, “Tn small spaces
you’ve got to have a consistency throughout
to keep the flow?” she says.

Then she sct about creating what she calls
“codour pockets™ small areas of intercst that
either zone a space - say, the reading nook
{painted grey) or the dining room (painted
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Rigght Before starting
landecapeng the garden,
Smizh built a scale model
complcte with bonsai
treas, The groy timber
helps the folizge stand
out. Below in the éning
araa the red Conran
chairg, bought at

@ sample sale, pop
ageinat the olive paint.

‘I thought I'd repaint them
but they sing sgainst

the green.’ she says.
Below right Betsy Smith
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| like creating
fleeting,
unexpected
moments that
change as you
move through
the flat’

olive) — or provide 2 focus, *1 fiks creating
fleeting, unexpected moments that change
asyou move through the flat,” shesays.

These colour pockets can also create 2
filmic effect. For instance a window recess in
the haliway is painted a coral colour that
creates a reflected pink zlow ea the opposite
wall, “1t completedy changes shade through
out the day, from a warm peachy blush on a
sunny moring, 1o 2 meedicr Llac towards
the end of the din”

Important, tee. is the way the colours
work with each other: the orange Formica

| door o the doskroom, for example, overlaps
| with the reflected pink, “Orange is a great

companion to pink because il gives a
conzemporary edge that doesn’t feel overtly
feminine” she says,

Thanks to the resthess nature of her styling
work. Smith is constantly updating her
home. 1 reinvent the spaces and narratives
regularly throvgh colour updates?” she says,
Which, when you live somewhere micro, is
relatively easy. As she says: “It doesn't take
long to repaint a little nook™ =

Smith is a colour consultant for Sraphenstone:
graphenslone-eofalnlsstore
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